STREET  URBM  DISTRICT  COW  GIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH. 


FOR  THE  lEAR 

1945. 


J.H. G .Eglinton, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
R.U* Her ring, 


Sanitary  Inspector 


TI-E  iJTO  GOUNGILLOHS  OF  TIE  STPEST  UFBAN  DI3TPIGT  GOUEIL. 


jlr.  Ghairrxian  and  Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  state 
of  the  puhlic  health  of  the  Urban  Uistriot  for  the  year  1945, 

The  Ministry  of  Health  in  Gircular  28/46  have  suss^stod  that 
the  report  shall  follov.)  the  lines  of  tho  previous  v/ar  years  and  he 
in  abridged  form,  ienong  the  subjects  of  current  interest  v/hich  thu 
jlinistor  wishes  to  bo  included  arc  Tuberculosis,  '7ator  Supply, 
Housing  end  relevant  statemonts  v/ith  respect  to  other  activities  in 
the  Urban  District, 


May  I  express  my  indebtedness  to  tho  Chairman  and  llornbers  of 
the  Health  Committee  for  their  courtesy,  and  my  thanks  to  rry  colleagues 
fox  their  loyalty  and  help* 

One  notes  that  there  v\/es  a  decrease  in  tho  number  of  births 
(74/99),  whereas  thoro  was  a  small  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths 
(63/52)  . 

.^s  in  the  rest  of  the  country,  Hocart  Disease  (28)  and  Cancer 
(9)  provided  tho  largest  quota  of  deaths, 

Tho  Humber  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  was  the  same 
s  last  year  (2)  but  the  number  of  births  being  less  ,  thoro  was  a 
i:..nall  increase  in  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate,  27.12  (20.2). 

As  regards  notifiable  Infectious  Disease,  there  was  an 
.pidomic  of  raeasl-s,  244  eases  being  notified.  Fortunately  no  death 
occurred. 


A  decrease  in  the  number 
observed,  3  (5)  together  vdth  a  d 
.■■•vjgistcr  on  December  31st,  1945, 


of  notifications  of  Tuberculosis  is 
ecrease  in  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
viz.  18...  (22). 


Smallpox:  From  time  to  time  during  the  year,  notice  was 
•■'v.ceived  from  Port  Health  Authorities  of  'passengers’  proceeding 
be.  the  Urban  District  from  ships  in  v/hich  oases  of  smallpox  had 
(.cveloped.  These  passengers  and  their  homes  v.rere  inspected  and  kept 
under  observation.  Fortunately  no  cases  arose. 

No  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  or  Pyrexia  was  notified  during  the 

year. 

The  excellent  work  of  the  Child  Welfare  and  Nursing 
association  and  the  District  Nurses  has  been  emphasized. 


The  importance  of  artificial  immunisation  against  diphtheria 
cannot  bo  overstressed.  One  is  pleased  to  note  that  no  genuine  caso 
of  diphtheria  occurred  during  the  year,  although  one  case  vias 
erroneously  reported  and  sent  to  Shopton  Mallet  Isolation  Hospital. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  this  was  the  only  case  sent  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  during  the  year. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation:  By  the  end  of  tho  year  approxi. latoly  733 
children  out  of  an  catimatod  raid  year  population  of  1066  wore  immunised 


n 


eeistancG  in  case  of  opidemics:  Arising  from  the  Ministry  of  Health 
ircular  dated  15th  November,  the  Hod  Gross  and  3t,  John  Societies 
nd  tho  '-RV.S,  were  contacted  and  arsircod  to  contribute  assistance  so 


.V.S,  wore  contacted  and  agreed  to  contribute  ass- 
ar  as  tho  normal  duties  of  their  members  permitted, 
ortunatoly  the  circumstances  vvhich  those  precautionary  preparations 
nvisaged,  did  not  arise. 

The  problem  of  the  caro  of  elderly  people  is  still  before  u. 


nd  the 
mmain. 


groater  the  housing  shortage  the  mo 

I 


:u 


acute  tho  problem  will 


am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 
J.H.C.EGLINTON. 
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ANNUxxL  REPORT  OF  l/EDIGiX  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH . 


VITAL  AND  QTET]..  STATISTICS^ 

Tho  numhor  of  "births,  including  12  illegitimate  "births  v/as....  74 

giving  a  "birth  rate  per  1000  of  tho  estimated  civilian 


popula  ti  on  of .  .  . . .  15.04 

the  birth  rate  for  ENGLAND  and  being'. .  16.1 

The  number  of  deaths  was . . . . . . .  6,3 

giving  a  death  rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  civilian 

copulation  of . .  .  .  10.7  7 

tho  death  rate  for  ENGLiHD  and  '.'ALlES  being... .  11.4 


The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  . . .  2 

giving  an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  livo  births  of...,..,  27.14 

the  Infant  Mortality  Rato  for  ENGLiMTD  and  '7AL1S  being. .  46,0 


Deaths  from  Tuberculosis. .. .Pulmonary .  1  -  Non  Pulmonary,  0. 


NOTIEIGATIONS  OE  INEECTIQUS  DISEASES . 

I 

Pnouiiionia  6,  Diphtheria  Erysip^  ,  2, 

Measles  244,  Scarlet  Fever  10,  b'hooping  Gough  10. 

No  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  or  Puerperal  Pyrexia  wore  notified. 

NO TIFIGA TICES  OF  ^ 


PULIvIONCJRY  2.  NON  PULMONARY.  1. 

Tuberculosis  number  of  cases  on  rogj ^ ^or  December  Slst,  1945.  18. 

PULMONARY  9.  NON  PUBJONARY  9. 

CHILD  \^LF.7RE  &  Mu:T"ERNITY. 

Tho  Child  V/olfaro  Association  “-^d  the  Nursing  Association  have 
once  again  been  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  community. 

The  Infant  Y/olfare  Clinic  is  held  every  Y/odnesday  at  Ilindhaycs 
School,  tho  Medical  Officer  attendin,-  on  alternate  "/ednesdays. 

In  addition  to  the  Infants,  '  good  proportion  of  toddlers  (l-O 
attend.  This  has  proved  to  be  of  great  value  in  providing  additional 
supervision,  checlcing  weights,  giving  necessary  advice  and  help,  and 
perhaps  preventing  or  modulating  respiratory  infections,  etc. 

The  Centre  has  continued  to  help  administer  the  Government 
Schemes  of  Distribution,  o.g,  vitamins  to  expectant  mothers,  cod  li'^^i' 
oil,  fruit  juices,  etc.  to  tho  chi."^  "’e  .-n ,  occupying  tho  1st,  2nd  or  .^rd 
place  in  distribution  for  tho  South  \/ost  of  England, 

The  importance  of  Diphtheria  Prophylaxis  has  again  boon^ 
-specially  stressed  and  sessions  for  the  immunisation  of  the  children 
h'^.vo  been  arranged  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Count  '' 
Council  being  the  responsible  authority. 


nnur-l  Report  of  M.O»H^  (Contd,) 

Ho^lth  Courjcil  Films  have  boon  shov/n,  and  there  have  he  on  talks 
x'er  the  mothers,  hut  lack  of  accommodation  has  interfered  v/ith  this 
phase  of  work,  Tho  Centre  has  contributed  towards  transport  costs  for 
mothers  and  children  attending  from  noarhy  villages,  hut  this  is  a,  phase 
the  work  which  the  centre  v/ishes  to  develop  and  for  which  there  is 
■p’oat  scope  and  need.  To  adequately  fulfil  this  need,  future  planning 
n.st  take  note  of  the  necessity  for  additional  suitahlo  accommodation, 
-he  vjorkers  are  hoie  and  these  voluntary  helpers  v/ith  their  committv^os, 
rry  out  their  self  imposed  duties  v/ith  enthusiasm. 

The  District  Nurses  in  Street,  of  which  there  arc  three,  attend 
the  clinic  in  addition  to  all  their  multifarious  duties  in  connection 
ith  the  Nursing  ^association.  One  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  tho 
"ficienoy  of  their  work  and  their  devotion  to  duty. 

Non  Residential  Nursery:  There  is  a  non  residential  nursery  in  Street 
associated  v/ith  Hindhayes  School  and  its  premises.  Children  0-5  years 
of  ago  are  admitted,  the  County  Council  being  the  responsible  authority. 

CRANCE  SICK  BAY. 

Special  report  attached, 

INFESTATION. 

The  few  cases  of  Scabies  v/ore  either  successfully  dealt  v/ith  in 
thwir  ov/n  homes  or  at  tho  Orange  Sick  Bay.  Occasion  did  not  arise 
'■’hereby  it  became  necessary  to  invoke  the  pov/ers  conferred  on  Local 
Authorities  under  tho  Scabies  Order, 


VfATER,  HOUSING,  ETC  .  ’ 

w  R. 7. Herring,  Surveyor,  Sanitary  Inspector  &  Water  Engineer,  reports 
■'s  follow s:- 


■tor  Supply: 

Extensions  or  Improvements 
of  Supplies  during  year.  Nil, 


-my  shortage  experienced. 


No . 


Post-war  proposals ,giVG  in  Priority 
Croups, Parishe s  or  Villages  concerned 
&  estimated  cost  (1945  prices). 

...  ny  0  b  s  0  r  va  t  i  0  ns  . 


Bulk  supplies  to  bo  afforded 
to  Parishes  of  V[alton  &  Mcare, 
at  points  near  boundary  & 
trunk  main  (withi  i  Wells  R.DAA) 


SoY/agG  Disposal;  Extensions  of  sowers, 
ixjy/  y/c  rks  or  improvements  during  year.  Nil. 

P.st  War  proposals , give  Priority  Group 

1, villages  concerned,  estimated  cost 

(1945  prices).  Any  observations.  Net  knov/n* 


Periodical  bacteriological  analyses  have  afforded  satisfactory 
reperts  in  respect  of  tho  quality  of  the  supply. 

Periodical  gaugings  have  shovioi  a  variation  of  the  gravity 
supply  from  approximately  150,000  gallons  to  4,000,000  gallons  per  day, 
"lit  have  alv/ays  had  potential  reserves  of  500,000  gallons  per  day. 

Analyses  of  rav/  water  v/ere  made  to  ascertain  amount  of  chlorine 
"’go,  but  since,  all  samples  have  boon  taken  of  water  going  into 

As  repertv^d  in  1944  report,  total  hardness  of  v/ator  25,5  (P. 

,5  degrees  and  T.  22  degrees  respectively)  therefore,  no  plumbo- solvent 
.tion. 
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Annual  I^cport  of  (Contd« ) 

Chloramine  process  allov/ing  of  .1  residual  mthin  supply  area. 


I^GLIC, 

(a)  Total  number  of  Registered  Dairy  Farms.  14 

(b)  Number  of  Retailers.  7 

(c)  %mber  of  Producer-Retailers  included  in  (b).  5 

(d)  Number  of  licensed  pasteurising  plants. 

(e)  Number  of  Heat-Troatment  plants  not  includoc.  in  (d)  . 

(Small  Pasteurisir^  plant  in  one  retailor’s  promises). 

Inspections  have  again  boon  carried  out,  the  misxiiiium  number  of 
samples  collootod  and  submitted  to  the  Gounty  Pathologist  for  chomical 
end  bacteriological  examinations,  rocommondations  (within  the  jurisdio-' 
tion  of  the  Urban  District)  niacio  ’.ith  tt.  unsatisfac tory  samples, 

and  general  advice  givon  when  necessary. 

The  importancG  of  a  clean  milk  supply  has  continually  been 
stressed  and  all  points  appertaining  to  same  have  been  fully  considered . 
by  the  Health  Committee. 

Slaughter  Houses: 

(a)  Number  of  Licensed  Slaughter  Houses  in  District.  4 

(b)  Number  of  Registered  Slaughter  Houses  in  District. 

(c)  Names  of  any  in  use  under  Ministry  of  Food 

(’//■.VoakG  -  used  for  receipt  of  bulk  meat  for 
local  distribution). 

River  Pollution:  Any  cases  dealt  v/ith  during  the  year.  Nil, 

Knackers  Yards:  Number  Registered  in  District.  Nil, 

HOUSING. 

Total  number  of  applicants  for  Council  Houses  at  the  end  of  year:-  200 

Reuses  in  course  of  erection.  Nil, 

Progi'ammc  of  New  Houses  to  be  erected  by  Local  Authority:- 

First  Year.  22  Second  Year.  40. 

Council  aims  at  total  programme  of  250  houses,  but  this  may  bi.' 
altGi'cd  if  private  enterprise  is  extensive. 

Existing  Houses:  Overcrowding  based  on  H. A. 1935,  not  serious,  but  raanir 
cases  of  tv/o  families  occupying  one  house,  acoentuated  by  return  of  men 
in  Forces,  v/ho  in  some  cases  had  no  home  prior  to  war. 
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STH5ET  UirBAN  DISTRICT  GOIFJGIL . 

GRANGE  SICK  B^Y. 

,X  '.t.!  .  -  ■  . . 

Ret3ort  'for  the  year  1945 • 

Preamble. 

The  sick  bay  was  originally  set  up  by  the  Street  Urban 
District  Council  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  1940 
primarily  for  the  admission  and  treatment  of  minor  ailn^nts 
amongst  the  evacuated  children  in  Street.  The  original  number  of 
bods  was  12,  but  as  this  number  proved  to  be  totally  inadequate 
it  was  increased  to  38,  viz.  35  bods  and  3  cots. 

Scope . 

During  the  year  owing  to  the  c  hanging  c  on  d  it  ions  of 
population  such  as  the  return  of  the  majority  of  the  evacuated 
children  to  their  homos  or  their  hom::  towns,  the  character  of  the 
.sick  bay  has  of  necessity  changed,  more  adults  than  children  being 
CP. terod  for. 

Outside  Local  Authorities. 

Owirg  to  an  imaginative  realization  from  its  inception  of  the 
value  of  the  sick  bay  to  the  community,  cases  have  been  admitted  from 
adjoining  and  other  local  authorities  in  Somerset. 

Illness  amongst  the  Staff . 

From  time  to  time  during  the  year  illness  has  occurred  amongst 
the  staff.  This  has  naturally  increased  the  difficulty  of  running 
the  sick  bay. 

Closure  of  the  Sick  Bay • 

It  has  fortunately  not  been  necessary  to  close  during  the 
year,  although  there  has  been  quite  an  extensive  epidemic  of  measles 
in  Street  and  the  surrounding  districts. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Disease. 

No  case  occurred  in  the  sick  bay  during  the  year. 

Deaths.  Four  adults,  throe  male  end  one  female,  died  in  the  sick  bay 
Cvuring  the  year. 

Administrati on. 

The  Street  Urban  District  Council  administered  the  sick  bay 
en  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  appointing  an  Executive  Committjo 
J.s  heretofore  the  Medical  Superintendent  v/as  appointed. \1  th  the 
^'aiop/lodgG  of  the  Local  Medical  War  Committee.  The  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  who  co-ordinates  and  supervises  the  ^vork  of  all 
sick  bays  in  the  County  has  once  again  boon  always  ready  to  assist 
by  advice  and  help  whenever  necessary. 

'Authorised  Staff  -  Nursing. 

Matron,  one  Sister,  both  S.R.N.  and  S.G.M, qualified. 

One  Assistant  Nurse  (night).  Throe  Nursing  Auxiliaries. 
Domestic  . 

One  cook,  one  kitchen  help,  one  outside  help  (3  hours  daily), 
one  ga.r doner. 

‘It  proved  to  bo  increasingly  difficult  '■nd  at  times  impossible 
to  maintain  the  number  of  authorised  staff,  both  Nursing  and 
Dome  Stic. 

‘f ho  YcarJ_s_  Activities. 

Number  of  coses  admittv^d  during  the  year.  Children  68 

Adult  7  4 
Total 


Gran^g:c  Sick  Bay*  (Contcl. ) 

.ivreuco  Childron.  Malo  26  Non-cvacuco  Ghildron,  Male  12 

female  M  female  16 

Total.  40  .  ■  Total.  ^ 

Total  number  of  ohildren:  68 

Adults.  Male  20 
female  54 

Total.:  74  . 

.tails  of  Illnesses. 


Scabies 

18 

Impe  tigo 

9 

Gastric 

12 

lufl UG nza 

8 

Cardiac 

10 

Adeniti s 

5 

.L"  io  urn  0  Ilia 

5 

Rheumatism 

4 

Otitis  Media 

6 

uterine 

3 

Asthma. 

3 

Tonsilitis 

3 

(Jorobral 

3 

Eczema 

3 

Post  Operative 

Tinea 

3 

Accident  s 

3 

Ph  .lebitis 

2 

tjiteritis 

2 

Jaundice 

2 

Pernicious  Anaemia 

1 

heumatie  Arthritis 

1 

Prostatectomy 

1 

Locomotor  Ataxyv 

1 

-hemoptysis 

1 

Burns 

1 

Malaise,  etc. 

23 

Details  of  Places. 


Place  .  ilhil dren .Adults .  Tote  1.  Place.  Children. Adults. Total 


S  tr  ee  t 

32 

50 

88  Glastonbury. 

4 

8 

12 

.  Iton 

2 

3 

5  Ash  c  ot  t 

1 

1 

2 

'ell  s 

0 

2 

2  Bournemouth 

0 

1 

1 

'  )st  Pennerd 

0 

2 

2  London 

0 

2 

2 

.  :st  Bradley 

0 

1 

1  Yeovil 

2 

0 

2 

t  onsboro  ugh 

2 

2 

4  Crewkerne 

2 

0 

2 

iiicanto  n 

9 

0 

9  Bawd  rip 

8 

0 

8 

Jbepton  Mallet 

2 

0 

2 

S’lmmary. 

The  number  of 

cases 

admitted  v;as  loss  than 

the 

previous  year 

This  was  in  the 

main  due  to 

the  fact  that  the  majority  of 

the 

evacuated  children  returned 

home  i'n  the  early  summer. 

In 

addition 

uov/ards  the  end 

of  the 

ye  ar 

vfhen  the  possible  closing 

of  ■ 

the  sick 

j: y  was  envisaged,  admissions  v/ore  kept  to  a  minimum  and  the  domestic 
nd  nuL'-sing  situation  be  came  difficult. 

It  is  noted  that  the  majority  of  cases  came  from  the  Urban 
District  of  Street. 

The  number  of  adults  admitted  exceeded  the  number  of  childron. 
'.’his  was  in  no  small  measure  due  to  the  return  of  the  evacuated 
children,  and  so  the  character  of  the  sick  bey  v/as  changed,  an 
i  jicr-j-asing  nuin;bc  r  of  elderly  patients,  particularly  females,  admitted. 

This  proved  to  be  a  great  boon  and  demonstrated  the.  need  ih 
Street  of  so  m3  such  place  for  th.-.  elderly.  This  is  -a  problem  vhich 
increases  i  n  d if  f  ioult y  a  s  the  years  go  by, 

Owirg  to  -the  great  and  at  times  the  unsurmountnb lo  difficulty 
i.f  obt^inirg  domestic  staff,  this  year  has  proved  a  difficult  one. 

The  Matron  and  her  staff  have  had  to  often  boar  the  double 
bvc’don  of  nursing  and  carrying  out  the  domestic  duties  in  the  sick 
b'-y,  I  therefore  once  again  pay  tribute  to  the  efficiency  and 
devotion  to  duty  of  the  Matron  and.  Staff,  v/ho  have  carried  on  during- 
iwny  a  difficult  situation  and  afforded  such  nursing  skill  and 
kindly  attention  to  the  patients  under  their  care. 

In  conclusion  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  since  the  opening 
'f  the  sick  bay  in  Street,  over  one  thousand  patients  have  been 
cjiiittcd,  and  this  figux'C  does  not  include  several  hundred  who  in  the 
^.rly  days  attended  as  out  patients.' 


